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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Executive Officer

DATE: September 6, 2006

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VII : Consideration of resolution authorizing an application to the
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy for a Proposition 50 grant to acquire
approximately 58 acres in a Topanga Canyon small lot subdivision adjacent
to Topanga State Park, unincorporated Los Angeles County.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing an application to the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy for a
Proposition 50 grant in the amount of $100,000 to acquire approximately 58 acres
in a Topanga Canyon small lot subdivision adjacent to Topanga State Park,
unincorporated Los Angeles County.

Background: In 2003 the County of Los Angeles offered the sale of 140 parcels
totaling 164 acres in the Sylvia Park area of Topanga Canyon, west of Topanga
State Park. A small portion of the subject area is located in the Coastal Zone. Initially
the County had an agreement to allow the California Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) to acquire a group of 27 parcels totaling 58 acres that are directly
adjacent to Topanga State Park. However, DPR was unable to complete the
acquisition. The requested funding would be used to purchase the 58 acres. 

The proposed acquisition will protect land and water resources and prevent
degradation of the Topanga Canyon watershed. The subject properties are located
adjacent to developed residential properties and could be accessed via existing
roads. Purchase of the properties is needed to prevent their sale or auction. The
MRCA requests that the term of agreement begin September 25, 2006 and end no
earlier than December 31, 2007.  


